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FX: Guitar jazz in the style of Bill Frisell plays 
lightly in the background. Jiffy Pop expands 
percussively on the stove much to the giggling 
amusement of Trey.

TREY
The Jiffy Pop is done! It’s going to be amazing!

ARLENE
(calling into the kitchen)

Way to go, Trey. Glad you didn’t burn it like that pot of ramen noodles at work.

TREY
Love you too, Arlene.

FX: Knocking on the door.

ARLENE
I got it.

KERITH
(speaks with a German accent)

Maybe it’s the long lost brother.

FX: Arlene unlocks the door and opens it.

ARLENE
It’s just Melanie.

MELANIE
Don’t sound so disappointed. Happy Solstice!

ARLENE
Same to you. Come in here and give me a hug.

FX: Door closing and locking.

MELANIE
Hi Trey! How are you Kerith?

KERITH
We thought you might be Brad.
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MELANIE
He’s not here yet. That explains why Arlene’s so stressed.

ARLENE
I’m fine. I just want tonight to be perfect.

TREY
Do you and Brad look alike? I know you’re not identical twins, but is there a family 
resemblance?

ARLENE
Yes. Kind of. I don’t know. You can judge for yourself when he gets here. If he gets here.

MELANIE
He said they were coming, right?

ARLENE
Yeah, but we haven’t seen each other for years. He could always bail.

KERITH
Family dynamics can be challenging to negotiate, particularly in the transitory period 
from adolescence to early adulthood.

ARLENE
We’re well passed early adulthood, thank you.

MELANIE
Let’s get you some wine.

ARLENE
Please.

FX: There’s a knock at the door.

ARLENE
That must be them.

TREY
Dun dun duuuuun!

KERITH
Knock it off, Trey!
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ARLENE
I ‘m frozen. My legs refuse to move.

MELANIE
You can do this, Arlene. You got Tommy Wilcan to pass the Earth Science regent exam: 
you can handle one evening with your estranged brother. 

ARLENE
(taking a deep, audible breathe)

You’re right. I’m unlocking the door.

FX: Arlene unlocks the door and opens it.

BRAD
Hi.

ARLENE
Brad. Lucy. Come in please.

LUCY
Thank you.

FX: Door closing.

ARLENE
You can put your jackets on the back of the door. It’s warm in the apartment.

BRAD
It’s almost too toasty. Wish I’d worn shorts.

FX: Brad laughs nervously. Two jackets coming 
off and placed on a hook.

LUCY
This wine is for you.

ARLENE
You didn’t have to.

BRAD
Thought we’d treat you to a bottle of the expensive stuff. I know you city teachers only 
make peanuts.

ARLENE
We get by.
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