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ACT 1, SCENE 5

Day Four: 2:03 PM.

Aaron’s office.

AARON
(on the phone)

I’m sorry to hear that, Charlie. And for the record, I think you’re making a mistake. 
(Beat.) No, I understand it looks bad, but I’m telling you the story is a complete 
fabrication. When I’m vindicated you’re gonna have egg all over your face. (Beat.) No, I 
don’t think the Transportation Union will strike. I remain confident that we’ll be able to 
negotiate a fair contract with Mr. Miller before the midnight deadline tomorrow night. 
(Beat.) Yes, of course I understand a strike would seriously impact the city’s commerce. 
(Beat.) No, it’s disappointin’, but I appreciate your frankness. You do what you have to 
do. (Beat.) Same to you.

He hangs up the phone. Nancy enters.

That was Charlie from the Independent. We lost his newspaper’s endorsement.

NANCY
I think I know why. The first polls are in.

AARON
How bad?

NANCY
Worse than we’d hoped.

AARON
The high end then? (Beat.) What is it seven? (Beat.) Eight? (Beat.) Nine?

NANCY
Fourteen points.

AARON
Fourteen?

NANCY
Hon, I know this looks bad, but /
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AARON
It’s been three days. My face is on every newspaper and tv station across the country. 
I’ve given twenty-five interviews, five speeches, and held three press conferences. And 
we’re still hemorrhagin’ support left and right.

NANCY
We just need a few /

AARON
A few more days? That’s what you said three days ago. Oh, Lord, give me strength. I’ve 
got camera crews from all the major networks parked outside. My own party is pressurin’ 
me to resign. How did we get here? Please tell me your guys found somethin’ we can use.

NANCY
There’s nothing there.

AARON
How’s that now?

NANCY
I mean there’s nothing. We put Derrick, Miles, and three of the nastiest P.I.s we could 
find on it, and they all came back with zilch. Vera Garner is clean. A model citizen. She’s 
never even been late on a credit card payment.

AARON
That’s not good news.

NANCY
I know.

AARON
Did you know the University has publicly come out against me. 

NANCY
They’re trying to create distance because of the lawsuit. I’d be advising them to do the 
same thing if I was in their shoes.

AARON
What do we do now?

NANCY
I don’t know.

AARON
I should resign before this gets worse.

Graceless - Page 39

Copyright 2014 Tom Slot 



Sam
ple Pages For Reading Only. All copyrights apply.

NANCY
Resigning won’t make this thing go away.

AARON
I never wanted any of this.

NANCY
No one ever does.

AARON
I ain’t talkin’ about the scandal. I mean this: the office, the job. I would have been 
perfectly happy stayin’ at the University my whole life.

NANCY
Then why didn’t you?

AARON
Grace offered the opportunity. She believed in me so fiercely. It was too hard to say no. 
And Aria thought it would be good for me.

NANCY
Of course she did. Why be married to a university department head when you could be 
married to the Mayor.

AARON
I never really thought I’d win. 

NANCY
You didn’t have faith in the campaign I designed?

AARON
I didn’t believe in the product you were selling. I couldn’t imagine people actually voting 
for me. I had no political background.

NANCY
That’s why they elected you. You’re an honest, genuine human being. That’s what people 
saw. That’s what they voted for. 

AARON
I’ve got no business in politics. I’m goin’ to resign. At least that’ll take some of the 
spotlight off.

NANCY
Aaron, you can’t give up. You’ve done a lot of good in this office.
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AARON
It ain’t worth the cost.

There is a loud knock on the door. Before either 
of them can respond, the door swings open, and 
GRACE THOMPSON enters.

NANCY
Hey, you can’t barge in here like /

AARON
Nancy, please. Don’t you recognize our honored guest? Good afternoon, Governor.

NANCY
Governor Thompson, forgive me I didn’t /

GRACE
It’s no problem at all dear. Now would you mind, I need to speak to your brother alone 
for a minute.

NANCY
Yes, of course. Excuse me.

Nancy scurries out of the room and closes the 
door behind her.

AARON
Let me guess, y’all come to fire me.

GRACE
Come now, Aaron, you know I don’t have the authority to fire you. 

AARON
To enthusiastically encourage my resignation, then?

GRACE
My my you’re a gloomy one today, aren’t you? The governor takes time out of her busy 
schedule to call on you, and doesn’t even merit a hello, how are you, can I get you a 
drink?

AARON
My apologies. Where are my manners? Can I offer you a drink, Governor?

GRACE
No dear.
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AARON
You’ll have to forgive me if my disposition is a little less than sunny. It’s been a pretty 
brutal couple of days.

GRACE
I know. I’ve been following the headlines. Quite the mess you’ve got on your hands.

AARON
With all due respect, Governor, why are you here? Because if it’s all the same to you, I’d 
prefer you come straight to it so I can start drafting my resignation letter.

GRACE
Good. You’re willing to give up the office.

AARON
So, you are here to fire me.

GRACE
Actually, I’m here to hire you.

AARON
Excuse me?

GRACE
Senator Kingsman died yesterday.

AARON
I’m sorry to hear that. He was a fine man and a loyal servant of the state. I didn’t know he 
passed.

GRACE
Not surprising. Your little scandal is sucking up all the oxygen this week.

AARON
Lucky me.

GRACE
I’m going to appoint you to replace him.

AARON
What?

GRACE
I’m going to make you a United State senator.
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AARON
Governor, you’re not making any sense.

GRACE
Oh, for crying out loud, Aaron. I’ve known you since we were kids. Will you call me 
Grace?

AARON
I don’t understand.

GRACE
What’s not to understand? Your ship’s come in. Hop on, and enjoy the ride.

AARON
Why me?

GRACE
Why not?

AARON
I’m the mayor of a small city for one.

GRACE
Anderson is one of the ten largest cities in South Carolina. What else you got?

AARON
I’m in the middle of sexual harassment lawsuit, I’ve got the Transportation Union 
threatening to walk of the job, and my reelection campaign is in complete disarray.

GRACE
All of which should make this an easy choice for you.

AARON
Grace, let me be blunt here: I’m toxic right now.

GRACE
I can fix that.

She removes a file from her briefcase, tosses it 
on the desk, and sits in Aaron’s chair.

AARON
What’s that?
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GRACE
Everything you need to make the Vera Garner charge disappear.

AARON
She’s clean. We already checked her out.

GRACE
She’s a fraud.

AARON
What?

GRACE
The reason you couldn’t find anything is because someone scrubbed her records. That’s 
what they didn’t want you to find.

Aaron picks up the folder and starts reading.

AARON
Is this legitimate?

GRACE
Every word of it.

AARON
She did time on a drug charge?

GRACE
Two stints as Vera Menendez.

AARON
(still reading)

Wait, Vera was hired by the Transportation Union?

GRACE
Someone wanted you dragged through the mud. There’s a treasure trove of dirty secrets 
in there: affairs, tax evasion, three prior sexual harassment claims, and the cherry on top: 
her academic credentials were forged.

AARON
Why are you giving me this?

GRACE
So you’ll use it. 
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AARON
And?

GRACE
Can’t a girl help out an old friend?

AARON
Seriously, why?

GRACE
I told you. I’m appointing you to fill out Kingsman’s term.

AARON
I could name three dozen other people in the state who are more qualified than me. Three 
days ago I didn’t have any name recognition. Now I have it in spades, but none of it is 
good. 

GRACE
Everyone loves a comeback story.

AARON
Surely you have better options than me.

GRACE
It’s unexpected. No one will see you coming. That’s what I love about it.

AARON
Is this about /

GRACE
No.

AARON
Because I told you that I wouldn’t /

GRACE
Of course you won’t. You’re too much of a gentleman.

AARON
I know you, Grace. You have an angle. You always do.

GRACE
Of course.
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AARON
Care to share?

GRACE
I’m going to be president.

AARON
Of what?

GRACE
I’m going to be the first female President of the United States.

AARON
Someone better tell Hillary Clinton.

GRACE
I plan to.

AARON
You’re serious aren’t you?

GRACE
Of course dear. What did you think?

AARON
I thought you were messing with me.

GRACE
Aaron, love, I never joke about politics.

AARON
You really want to make me a senator?

GRACE
Yes.

AARON
How much time is left on Kingsman’s term?

GRACE
Three years.

AARON
So we’re talking a short term appointment here until a special election can be held.
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GRACE
Actually, we’re talking about serving out the balance of his term.

AARON
Doesn’t the law require /

GRACE
According to article 29 of the State Constitution, in the case of the death of a senator in 
office, the governor, with a two thirds support of the State Congress, which I have, may 
appoint a new congressman to serve out the remaining length of the term. It’s a rarely 
used provision, but I assure you, its entirely legal.

AARON
I’m not sure I’m comfortable holding high office without an election.

GRACE
Then feel free to run again at the end of the term. I’m sure you’ll have had ample time to 
make an impression on the people by then. The reality is that special elections are vastly 
expensive undertakings, and the state budget has been operating in the red for the past six 
months.

AARON
I’m going to need some time to process /

GRACE
Two days. 

AARON
I can’t just /

GRACE
It’s an easy decision. You’re making it difficult. Take two days, use the file to get Vera 
Garner to drop her lawsuit and retract her public statement, then talk over your promotion 
with the wife, and tell me yes. Remember, Aaron, when I’m president my coattails are 
going to lift everyone around me. There might be a Secretary position in your future if 
you play things right.

AARON
Grace wait.

GRACE
Two days, dear. After that, the ship sails on with or without you.
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Grace leaves. Nancy enters a beat later.

NANCY
Did she ask you to resign?

AARON
Actually, she just pulled us out of the fire.

Aaron hands her the file. Nancy starts reading.

NANCY
You realize what this means?

AARON
The Vera Garner problem just went away.

NANCY
Yes!

AARON
And that’s just the beginning...

Blackout.
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