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SCENE 8: THE UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA

Three flashlights can be seen exploring the 
space in darkness. There is a glare from a 
bonfire, and the sound of voices raised in 
spiritual song in the distance. Lights up on 
Conner Beach. It's nighttime. JOE and TERRY 
stand center stage surveying the area. JAMIE 
lingers behind them, warily.

JOE
What are they singing now?

TERRY
Sounds like “Jesus Loves Me.”

JOE
Oh, God.

TERRY
I know, right?

JOE
I guess it could be worse.

TERRY
Not much. I've always preferred the Ave Maria myself. Such a beautiful melody. 

JOE
I'll keep that in mind for your funeral.

TERRY
Screw you, Joe.

JOE
Right back at you fuck-face.

TERRY
(Pointing with her flashlight to something 
not too far away.)

Over there, I think that's it.

JOE
Jackpot! Good looking out, Terry.
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JAMIE
We shouldn't be here. We should go back.

JOE
Relax, Jamie. You're not going to get deported for leaving the “solidarity bonfire.”

JAMIE
We're disturbing the spirits by being here. 

TERRY
What spirits?

JAMIE
The spirits of the victims. When someone is brutalized like they were, their souls become 
unhinged. They are trapped between this world and the next. 

JOE
I don't believe in any of that crap.

JAMIE
Fine, you don't have to. But that's a crime scene down there. See the police tape? I've 
watched enough Law and Order to know you're not supposed to cross that.

JOE
Check out Detective Briscoe here. What are you from the Sri Lanka exchange division of 
the NYPD?  

TERRY
Yea man, where are you from? 

JAMIE
Lincoln, Nebraska. 

TERRY
Really? 

JAMIE
No. I'm Indian! Look, we shouldn't be here. Period.

JOE
Then go back.

JAMIE
It's not safe out there alone. The killer's still on the loose. 
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JOE
They could be right here. For all you know Terry's the killer.

TERRY
I didn't kill nobody.

JOE
You murder fashion every time you leave the apartment. Look at that cardigan. 

TERRY
Screw you. I got style. 

JOE
All right P Diddy.

JAMIE
I still don't understand why we had to come here. Why do you want to see the crime 
scene, Joe? You're getting obsessive about these killings.

TERRY
Jamie's got a point. It's pretty nasty what happened to those people out here.

JOE
You say nasty, some would say poetic justice.

JAMIE
How could it be poetic justice?

JOE
Maybe they had it coming.

TERRY
I don't understand.

JOE
I'm just saying, you don't know all the facts.

JAMIE
Don't know all the facts? Are you serious? What could justify brutally killing five people, 
wrapping them in burlap sacks, and burying their bodies in shallow graves on the beach?

JOE
Look, all I'm saying is that we haven't heard all the details of the situation. Maybe it was 
self-defense?
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TERRY
Wait, is that a joke?

JAMIE
There were five different bodies in five different places. Were they all self-defense?

JOE
Maybe they were bad people. Maybe whoever did this was protecting the community. 
Defending it from the elements that corrupt it, blemish it, corrode it. 

JAMIE
I can't believe you are defending the person that did this. It's a horrific crime and you're 
acting like we should give the guy a medal for citizenship. The guy was a psycho. I don't 
care who he killed. 

JOE
YOU DON'T KNOW WHAT YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT! Those guys were drug-
dealers... pimps... prostitutes... the worst kind of vermin. They needed to be exterminated.

TERRY
Dude, calm down. You're kind of scaring me.

JAMIE
How do you know what kind of people they were? 

JOE
It was in the paper.

JAMIE
No, Joe. It wasn't. We have to follow all the newspaper clippings for Dr. Villa's Forensics 
class. The police haven't released any details on who the victims were yet. We don't even 
know their names, much less what they did for a living.

JOE
Trust me. I know who they were.

JAMIE
Oh my God.

TERRY
What?
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JAMIE
Don't you see? It all makes sense now: why Joe's been acting so strange the last couple of 
weeks, why he keeps disappearing in the middle of the night, and why he's been glued to 
the TV for any news related to the killings.

TERRY
What are you saying, Jamie? 

JAMIE
Joe's the killer, Terry.

TERRY
That's crazy. Right, Joe? Tell her. Joe?

JOE
You always were too smart for your own good, Jamie. It's too bad. I know your parents 
were really looking forward to seeing you graduate from an American university. 

Joe pulls out a gun.

TERRY
Shit! Joe's got a gun! Why do you have a gun, Joe?

JAMIE
It doesn't have to go down like this. You're a good man. I know you had a reason for what 
you did. I'll go with you to the police station. We'll explain it together.

JOE
It's too late for that. 

TERRY
Whoa. Things are getting a little too real in here. Put down the gun, Joe.

JOE
(points the gun at Terry)

SHUT UP, TERRY!

TERRY
(screams)

I don't want to die!

JAMIE
You can't shoot us, Joe. They'll hear you at the bonfire.
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JOE
They're hundreds of feet away... singing. Plus I've got a silencer on the barrel. No one's 
going to hear anything. 

I really am sorry for this. I just wanted to come down here, take a second look at my 
handiwork, make sure I didn't miss anything, and then go back. But you had to make 
things complicated, Jamie, with that big brain of yours.

JAMIE
Don't do this, Joe.

JOE
I don't want to kill you guys. I don't have any burlap sacks and I really hate to break my 
pattern. It feels like bad luck. And I really liked you two. Terry, I was going to ask you to 
the formal.

TERRY
Really?

JOE
Yea.

Terry crosses to Joe, lovingly.

TERRY
Oh, Joe.

For a second they are caught up in their feelings. 
Joe comes back to himself and raises the gun 
which sends Terry flying away.

JOE
But I can't have you running to the cops. Damn it. Shit. No, I have to do this. It's the only 
way. I always knew there would be casualties in this crusade.

JAMIE
TERRY, RUN!

Lights out. We hear the muffled sound of 
several gunshots followed by two bodies falling 
into the sand.

A long beat. We hear the sound of a TV turning 
on.
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TV FIELD REPORTER
That's right, Scott. Channel Four Action News is now able to confirm that Suffolk 
Country Police have discovered two more bodies on Conner Beach. In a sad twist of fate, 
the bodies were discovered a few hundred feet from the site of last week's Solidarity 
Bonfire that was aimed at calming the community's growing fears over the string of 
killings. Some are even speculating that the victims might have attended the Bonfire. 
Police are asking anyone with any information on this case to please step forward...

We hear the sound of a TV being turned off.
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SCENE 9: IT'S GETTING CROWDED IN HERE

We hear two loud crashes. Lights up. We're 
back in the room. Everyone is in the same place 
as at the end of Scene 7, except now Terry and 
Jamie are sprawled across the floor of the room.

VIVIAN
Jesus. (Leigha runs to help them up.) And she's off!

LEIGHA
Are you all right?

TERRY
Who are you people?

JAMIE
Where are we?

TERRY
WHAT THE HELL IS GOING ON? 

GRANT
(to Vivian)

Is that what I looked like?

VIVIAN
No, you looked like you were going to hurl.

BRUCE
Hi. Please try and stay calm and we'll explain what's going on here...

VIVIAN
Let me save you the next twenty minutes... you're both dead. Bruce is a math genius who 
got his digits sawed off by some hot piece of ass; Professor Granola...

LEIGHA
Leigha.

VIVIAN
... used to make love to trees then got murdered under them by a security guard. Grant got 
drugged on a bus on his way to a Star Wars convention...

GRANT
Star Trek.

VIVIAN
... like there's a difference.
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GRANT
Actually there's a sizable difference between the two franchises. While both series were 
instrumental in the development of the modern Science Fiction cinema genre, the original 
Star Wars actually had more in common with the Cowboy Western pictures, Akira 
Kurosawa's films, and the classic Flash Gordon serials whereas the original Star Trek TV 
show and early films were more relatable to the early colonial pioneers shows such as 
Wagon Train. Remember Wagon Train?

VIVIAN
Continuing on. Humpty Dumpty got cut into little bitty pieces and then all the kings' men 
stapled him back together again. And I was an escort...

LEIGHA
She means hooker.

VIVIAN
... escort who got strangled by a client. There. Everyone all caught up? Good. Names?

TERRY
Terry.

JAMIE
Jamie.

VIVIAN
I'm Vivian. I love your accent Jamie. Where are you from?

LEIGHA
Were you both murdered?

TERRY
Yea. Jamie tried to save me but...

JAMIE
We were both shot at the same time.

LEIGHA
That would explain why you appeared together. That's never happened before.

BRUCE
Did you get a good look at the person that killed you?

JAMIE
Hundreds of times. The three of us were roommates.
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TERRY
I can't believe Joe killed us. He killed us, Jamie.

JAMIE
I know. He's the serial killer. I can't believe it either. And to think today was the first time 
I had ever been to an American beach.

VIVIAN
What beach?

TERRY
Conner beach.

BRUCE
That can't be a coincidence.

VIVIAN
Describe him: your roommate Joe.

TERRY
He's a social justice major, likes computers, and listens to too much Dave Mathews Band. 
He's a pretty cool guy, except for the whole murderer thing.

VIVIAN
No, jackass. Describe him PHYSICALLY! I don't care about his hobbies.

TERRY
Oh. (The physical description of the actor playing Joe can be substituted in for the next 
sentence.) Caucasian; 20 years old; 5'10”; slim build; short brown hair. And a dreamy 
smile.

VIVIAN
Does he have a tattoo on his back?

JAMIE
A sailboat on his left shoulder.

VIVIAN
That's the bastard that killed me.

TERRY
You know our friend, Joe? How cool is that?

VIVIAN
He murdered me, short bus. I didn't find it very cool.
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TERRY
Oh yea.

JAMIE
Well Joe did say he killed prostitutes. 

VIVIAN
Look midget, I was an escort.

JAMIE
Tomato, tomäto. 

VIVIAN
I used to like your accent.

BRUCE
Okay, so Terry, Jamie, and Vivian were all killed by the same guy. And it seems like a 
safe bet that Leigha was murdered by the younger version of Grant's killer. But that still 
doesn't account for me.

LEIGHA
Or explain why we're all here.

BRUCE
Or what we're supposed to do.

GRANT
I think I might know. Not the why or what we are supposed to do part. But how we're all 
connected.

VIVIAN
We were all murdered: we got that part.

GRANT
No, it's more than that. It didn't click before Terry and Jamie showed up because Vivian 
was only choked to death.

VIVIAN
Only choked?

GRANT
It's a horrible way to go, yes, but sadly it's also not that uncommon, unlike what happened 
to Bruce, Leigha, and I. But then Jamie said something a minute ago that cleared it up for 
me. We weren't all just murdered... we were killed by serial killers.
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