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Lights up on a room ripped from Edgar Allan 
Poe’s nightmares. Encircling the room is a 
series of chairs built from coffins with goblets 
created from severed human skulls resting on 
the cushion of each seat. Two candle 
chandeliers constructed from human bones 
dangle from the ceiling casting a ghastly light in 
the space. Fixed to the red walls are a series of 
pistols and knives along side crime photos of 
various murder victims. And in the center of the 
room a simple stool, clearly built from human 
bones, with a mysterious urn a top it. Next to the 
stool is single chair. HERMAN and WEBSTER 
enter through one of two doors leading into the 
room.

HERMAN
Where’s everyone else? Are we early or something?

WEBSTER
Only a few members will be present tonight.

HERMAN
Special night?

WEBSTER
You’ll see shortly. As vice president of the club it falls to me to entertain you until they 
arrive.

HERMAN
I love this place. It’s a twisted wonderland. 

WEBSTER
Our president worked hard to restore the room to its original 1890s appearance when the 
club was reformed several years ago.

HERMAN
The coffin furniture, the murder weapons on the wall, the skulls, bone chandelier. I can’t 
get enough of it.

WEBSTER
Yes. It’s to die for.
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HERMAN
You’ve got a real morbid sense of humor.

WEBSTER
I’m so glad you noticed Mr. Deputy Mayor.

HERMAN
Knock off the formalities, Webster, would you? When you’re writing lies about me in the 
newspaper I’m the Deputy Mayor. Here I’m just Herman. Got it?

WEBSTER
I’m not in the business of writing lies.

HERMAN
From what I hear, your paper’s barely in business at all. Your subscription numbers are in 
the toilet. The entire print industries is a dying out dinosaur.

WEBSTER
You don’t have to sound so gleeful.

HERMAN
Don’t be sour, sport. It’s not my fault people don’t read the paper anymore. Truth be told 
I’d rather wrestle with you newspaper boys than the 24 hour cable news types.

WEBSTER
We’re easier to bribe, you mean.

HERMAN
(smiling to change the subject)

Enough shop talk. So how’s this work? Membership I mean.

WEBSTER
Invitations to join The Whitechapel Club is a decision made by all members in concert. 
Potential new members like yourself are invited to visit the club several times over the 
course of a month. If even a single member objects to your addition during that time, 
membership is withheld.

HERMAN
Well then it’s amazing anyone every joins. One-fifth of the people are against everything 
all the time.
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WEBSTER
I believe you’ll find that The Whitechapel Club is an altogether different political animal 
than you’re use to.

HERMAN
I’ll take your word for it. Say, isn’t it a bit risky to turn guys down? What’s to stop them 
from telling the whole world about what goes on here? Can’t be much of a secret society 
if some fella is blabbing off about your meetings and location on tv.

WEBSTER
We have measures in place to ensure that doesn’t happen.

HERMAN
Let’s not beat around the bush anymore. I’ve been here two times already and seen the 
whole kit and caboodle. I’ve stuck my hand in to that urn, shifted through the human 
ashes, and laughed in the face of death just like all the other guys. This place makes me 
feel alive: gives me the rush I need. I want in, Webster. Who do I have to pay off to make 
that happen?

WEBSTER
Membership can’t be bought.

HERMAN
Please, I’d do anything to join.

WEBSTER
I’m glad to hear that, Herman. Because tonight is your initiation ritual.

HERMAN
Are you serious? I’m in?

WEBSTER
Not until you complete the ritual.

HERMAN
Then what are we waiting for? Let’s get started!

WEBSTER
Yes. Let’s.

Webster knocks on one of the walls several 
times in a rhythmic pattern.There’s a beat then 
MUDGETT enters into the room dragging 
CLARA behind him. 
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